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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Housekeepers'  Chat 


Tuesday,  Feb.  25",  1930. 


HOT  FOKIUBLICATIOH 

Subject:     "The  Story  of  a  Whole -Family  Home,"    From  Christian  Science  Monitor. 
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I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  story  today,  the  story  of  a  "Whole-family" 
home,  in  which  the  children  have  a  partnership. 

The  family  I  have  in  mind  consists  of  the  father  and  mother,  a  girl 
of  eight,  and  a  hoy  of  eleven.     Ebr  several  years,  they  had  "been  planning  for 
a  larger  home,  and  when  the  time  came  for  house-hunting,  each  member  of  the 
family  had  a  definite  idea  of  what  was  wanted. 

Have  you  ever  noticed  that,  in  many  homes,  the  smallest  and  least 
desirable  'room  belongs  to  the  son?    This  family  decided  that  no  house  would 
be  considered  unless  it  had  two  rooms,  of  equal  size,  and  equally  attractive, 
for  the  son  and  daughter.     Other  features  which  met  special  requirements  of 
some  member  of  the  family  were  a  wood  fireplace,  a  south  porch,  and  work- 
bench space  in  basement  or  garage,     Finally,  the  ideal  home  was  located, 
and  before  long  the  children  were  speaking  of  "my  room,"  and  planning  de- 
tails of  furniture. 

The  business  side  of  the  step  was  freely  discussed  —  payments,  loans, 
interest,  etc.     An  were  explained  to  the  children,  and  when  the  contract 
was  signed,  and  the  binding  payment  of  $100  was  made,  the  11-year-old  boy 
made  the  startling  request  that  he  be  allowed  to  pay  his  share  from  his  savings 
account.     The  parents  accepted  this,  and  the  discussion  resulted  in  each  of 
the  four  members  of  the  family  contributing  a  certain  amount  from  his  own 
account . 

A  few  weeks  were  to  elapse  before  the  great  day  of  moving.     This  time 
was  spent  in  planning  the  few  necessary  new  pieces  of  furniture,  and  renovat- 
ing the  old.    Parents  and  children  worked  together,  and  the  children  were 
given  plenty  of  opportunity  to  express  their  likes  and  dislikes.     Of  course, 
some  direction  by  the  parents  was  both  desirable  and  necessary,  but  this 
working  together  helped  to  increase  the  partnership  feeling. 

The  furniture  for  the  boy's  room  was  the  first  considered,  as  he  was 
older,  and  had  more  definite  ideas  of  his  needs  than  had  his  sister.    His  first 
requirement  was  filled  by  a  low  wide  chest  of  drawers,  over  which  a  mirror 
could  hang*     This  gave  him  space  for  an  air  field,  and,  incidently,  drawer- 
space  for  clothe s« 

Next,  a  small  old  desk,  of  the  "closing  up"  variety,  was  resurrected 
from  the  attic,  an  extra  kitchen  stool  was  appropriated,  and  these  he  sanded 
and  painted,  with  encouragement,  but  practically  no  help,  from  the  family. 
He  chose  a  paint  of  pencil  blue  color,  and  when  the  paint  was  dry,  he  trans- 
ferred a  brave  pirate  ship,  with  full  red  sails,  on  the  desk-front.    A  small 
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hanging  book-shelf  was  bought  "knocked  down,"  and  this  he  put  together ^and 
painted  the  game  blur    color,  with  a  small  pirate  ship  of  the  same  design  on 
each  end.     The  result  was  a  very  artistic,  colorful  group  of  furniture,  which 
delighted  his  heart. 

Next,  he  shellacked  a  comfortable,   sturdy  rocker,  and  recovered  the 
leather  seat  with  a  tan  and  rose  denim.    An  iron  floor  lamp  he  painted  red. 
This,  with  a  parchment  shade  in  two  tones  of  rea,  made  another  colorful  group. 
There  were  two  plain  iron  cots  in  the  boy's  room,  one  for  company.     They  were 
covered  with  rose  and  white  homespun  coverlets,  Rag  rugs  were  used  on  the 
floor . 

The  piece  of  furniture  that  gave  this  youngster  the  most  pleasure  came 
from  his    father's  office  —  three  sections  of  a  sectional  bookcase.  These 
were  shellacked,  and  made  into  a  "museum."    Into  this  case  went  all  sorts  of 
precious  keepsakes  —  treasures  of  value  beyond  the  comprehension  of  grown-ups. 

This  boy  had  made  summer  trips  to  Mesa  Verde,   the  Grand  Canyon,  Taos, 
the  Painted  Desert,  and  other  interesting  places,   into  mines  and  up  to  mountain 
tops  —  and  every  trip  had  yielded  objects  which  were  now  brought  together  and 
correctly  labeled.     The  "museum"  has  since  proved  the  real  inspiration  of  the 
boy's  room.     The  satisfaction  expressed  by  a  number  of  his  friends  has  proved 
that  a  desire  for  such  a  treasure  chest  is  in  the  heart  of  every  boy. 

Since  the  new  house  contained  one  more  bedroom  than  the  old,   it  was 
necessary  to  buy  some  furniture.     The  little  girl's  room  had,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, been  decided  on  for  the  new  furniture.  She  liked  green  and  yellow,  so 
these  colors  were  chosen,  with  yellow  slightly  predominating.     Inspired  by 
her  brother,    the  little  girl  wanteu  to  paint  her  desk,   too.     So,  with  his 
help,  a  small  child' s  desk  of  plain  pine  was  painted  apple  green,  with  a 
Mother  Goose  transfer  on  the  top.    Other  furniture  in  the  little  girl's  room 
included  a  walnut  colonial  four-poster  single  bed,  a  green-painted  chest  of 
drawers,  ana  a  chair  to  match.     There  were  floral  decorations  on  the  chest  and 
on  the  chair. 

It  was  decided  that  a  lov<  dressing  table  would  complete  the  child's  needs, 
The  dressing  table  was  made  of  an  old-fashioned  washstand  (discarded  a  genera- 
tion ago),  with  two  deep  drawers  for  "treasures."    Yellow  cotton  taffeta  was 
used  as  a  "dress"  for  this  piece  of  furniture.     On  top  was  a  piece  of  plate 
glass,  with  the  two  corners  rounded.    Above  the  dressing  table  hung  an  inex- 
pensive Venetian  mirror.    A  Dresden  lamp,  with  a  yellow  shade,  a.dded  a  delicate 
charming  touch  to  tho  table.     The  window  draperies,  which  the  child  helped  make, 
were  English  print  in  two  shades  of  yellow.    On  the  floor  were  hooked  rugs,  one 
made  entirely  by  the  children. 

The  whole  family  discussed  and  decided  upon  slip  covers,   draperies,  cur- 
tains,  stair  carpet,  and  so  on.     Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  children  felt  a 
special  pride  in  their  new  home? 

This  partnership  plan  has  resulted  in  a  closer  understanding  between 
parents  and  children,   increased  industry  and  orderliness  on  the  part  of  the 
children,  and  a  joyful  expression  of  hospitality  toward  their  friends.  Their 
pride  in  their  home  finds  expressions  in  more  hours  spent  at  home,  more  books 
read,  and  more  constructive  plans  followed. 
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This  is  all  of  the  story,  about  the  "whole-family"  house.  Of  course 
we  cannot  all  have  new  houses,  "but  I  think  we  might  borrow  a  few  ideas  from 
the  experience  of  this  family,  and  allow  our  children  to  "become  partners  in 
furnishing  their  own  rooms.  And  wouldn't  it  be  fine  if  every  boy  w  ho  ?"ants 
one  coula  have  a  "museum,"  like  the  one  described?  A  place  of  his  very  own, 
in  which  to  keep  his  valuables  hidden  from  inquisitive  grown-ups,  and  the 
prying  fingers  of  curious  little  sisters. 

Wednesday:     "The  well-Behaved  Baby." 


